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Synopsis

At last, in a single volume, here is a sweeping, historical survey of interior design, decoration, and
furniture. Starting around 3200 B.C., at the height of artistic development in ancient Egypt,
Professor Blakemore takes us on a beautifully written and illustrated journey across five millennia of
stylistic periods. Unique in its comprehensive approach, this book is a much needed addition to the

existing literature on the history of interior design. 100 color illus., plus line drawings and halftones.
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Customer Reviews

"The book is thoroughly researched, well-reasoned, and well-written volume..." (The American

Reference Books Annual, March 2007) --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.

History of Interior Design and Furniture, Second Edition presents a comprehensive survey of the
major historical periods of interior architecture and decorative styles. Now full color throughout, this
monumental overview is a breathtaking journey through five millennia of interior space, architectural
details, and furniture. The updated Second Edition masterfully distinguishes between such styles as
Queen Anne, Rococo, and Elizabethan, while emphasizing the critical aesthetic elements of the
societies that produced these recognizable styles. Starting in ancient Egypt, this authoritative survey
chronicles the ever-changing panorama of Greek, Roman, Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, and
nineteenth-century design. From wall paintings in Pompeii to the luxurious parlors of Victorian

England, special attention is paid to the relationships between interior architecture and the objects



that define its spaces. This impressive work offers more than just a history of style&#151;it
examines furniture and design from the broader social, political, economic, and technological
perspectives exclusive to each historical period. By examining design as a historical continuum, this
insightful book traces the thread of cultural influence across centuries, from the ancient Roman’s
retrospective look at their Greek forerunners to the revival styles that characterize the Victorian age.
Thoroughly researched and clearly presented, this book integrates enlightening facts against a
backdrop of the evolution of space and the interior aesthetic over time. More than 450 elegant
photographs and over 175 new illustrations&#151;many covering furniture types such as beds and
storage&#151;support the authoritative text inside. Stunning three-dimensional plans convey the
spatial relationships that are essential to understanding the history of interior architecture, and a
historical timeline chronicles the important events that shaped interior design. Explicit, cogent
captions not only identify each figure but also provide insightful commentary that supplements the
primary text. This edition is also complete with a new, comprehensive glossary of terms as well as
companion Web site. History of Interior Design and Furniture, Second Edition is a unique and
welcome addition to the canon of interior design literature. Stimulating to the practitioner as well as
the layman, this grand Second Edition is required reading for the serious student and educator of

architecture and design alike. --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover edition.

Just needed it for a semester, but had quite a few interesting facts about design | never knew.

GREAT

Very interesting book, Arrived right on time

an interesting text book with some nice pictures. most of the pictures are black and white and ok to

view. it does represent quite a few styles over the ages.

Was not what | was expecting. Strictly textbook style. Not impressed

It's an awesome source book for all things about interior design and history. Does exactly what it

says it does!!

| bought this for my husband’s friend as a gift. He is a collector of fine furniture and rugs. He loved



it-very comprehensive book on interior design history.

Book is in very great condition and was shipped here fast !! it was totally worth the price being that

book runs for so much more
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